Gospel Meditation:

It’s not uncommon to hear people complain that we Catholics often fail in communicating our faith.

Fair enough. We can and should improve there. But it’s interesting to notice that Jesus himself was implicitly accused
by his disciples of a similar failure. This week in Matthew’s gospel they are perplexed that he speaks to the crowds in
ambiguous parables. The Lord’s riddles leave many people more confused than before. He responds by pointing out
that his parables have an intentional dual purpose: to hide (for some) and to reveal (for others) his Gospel:

“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been
granted” (Matthew 13:11). Is Jesus being unnecessarily difficult, obscurantist, or, worse, elitist?

No. We have to remember that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge lie hidden in him (c.f., Col. 2:3). He is the
word of God from heaven to be planted in the earth of our humanity to bear great fruit. However, like a lover delicately
pursuing his beloved, we’re dealing with a relationship, not new data. When we aren’t willing to personally accept
Jesus into our lives, the “info” of the Gospel will simply not make sense to us. It’ll seem bizarre, esoteric, or like
incoherent religious-speak. But when we are willing to accept Jesus into our lives, everything else starts to make sense.
When others don’t understand the Church or the Lord, let’s be patient. Love is patient. Sometimes it has to hide before
it is revealed.

— Father John Muir

Meditacion del Evangelio:

No es raro escuchar a la gente quejarse de que los catélicos a menudo fallamos en comunicar nuestra fe.

Bastante justo. Podemos y debemos mejorar alli. Pero es interesante notar que Jesus mismo fue acusado implicitamente
por sus discipulos de un fracaso similar. Esta semana en el evangelio de Mateo estan perplejos de que ¢l hable a las
multitudes en parabolas ambiguas. Los acertijos del Sefior dejan a muchas personas mas confundidas que antes.

El responde sefialando que sus parabolas tienen un doble proposito intencional: ocultar (para algunos) y revelar

(para otros) su Evangelio: "Porque el conocimiento de los misterios del reino de los cielos os ha sido concedido,

pero a ellos no se les ha concedido" (Mateo 13:11). ;Esta Jests siendo innecesariamente dificil, oscurantista o, peor
aun, elitista?

No. Tenemos que recordar que todos los tesoros de sabiduria y conocimiento estan escondidos en €l (c.f., Col 2:3).
El es la palabra de Dios del cielo para ser plantada en la tierra de nuestra humanidad para dar gran fruto.

Sin embargo, como un amante que persigue delicadamente a su amada, estamos tratando con una relacion, no con
datos nuevos. Cuando no estamos dispuestos a aceptar personalmente a Jests en nuestras vidas, la "informacion"

del Evangelio simplemente no tendra sentido para nosotros. Parecera extrafio, esotérico o como un lenguaje religioso
incoherente. Pero cuando estamos dispuestos a aceptar a Jesus en nuestras vidas, todo lo demas comienza a tener
sentido. Cuando otros no entiendan a la Iglesia o al Sefior, scamos pacientes. El amor es paciente.

A veces tiene que esconderse antes de que se revele.

— Father John Muir
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Friday, August 4, 2023

TICKETS: $40 Individual Ticket
(Includes 12 games and food)
Reserved table: $500 (Includes reserved seating
for 10 guests, 12 games, special game pack, and food)

Carolan Hall 4427 Moana Dr. San Autouio, TX 78218
PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW SPACE IS LIMITED!
Call: 210-655-2882

Scan QR Code to purchase tickets, be sure to
include name and number of tickets for
"will call" wheu purchasing on PayPal.
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St. Thomas More Catholic School
Where “EXCELLENCE IS AFFORDABLE.”

St. Thomas More Child Development Center has space
available for children 18 months and up and

If you are looking for a school where
Christ is present and prayer is
important, where your child is
challenged academically and
spiritually, come take a tour of what
our parish school and child
development center has to offer.

We have scholarships and financial aid
available too. Call the school or stop in, see the bulletin
for the website and phone number or just Google us!

We look forward to showing off our school and welcoming
your child.

An affordable tuition and GREAT Education are within
your reach! CALL TODAY 210-655-2882 or APPLY AT
WWW.ST-THOMAS-MORE-SCHOOL.ORG

Scholarships are still available up to 31500 off tuition.

" MAKING YOUR GRIEF COUNT
Bereavement Support Group

PORTER LLORING

Mortuaries & Cremation Services

Mortuaries & Cremation Services

PORTER LORING

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one?
You are invited to join us for an eight-week program designed to create a safe place to:

Embrace your grief and learn to bear it.

Discover how your loved on can live on into your life story.
Strengthen your characteristics of resilience.

Plan for how you will continue to heal and live a meaningful life.

We will meet on 8-consecutive Wednesdays from 1:15 - 2:45 pm beginning July 19th.
There is no cost associated with this event.

Mark your calendars!

To Register: Parish Office @ (210) 655-5070/ 5071

HACIENDO QUE SU PENA CUENTE
Grupo de Apovo Para el Luto

PORTER LLORING

Mortuaries & Cremation Services

(Estéa de luto por la pérdida de un ser querido?
Invitamos a unirse a nosotros para un programa de ocho semanas disefiado para crear un lugar seguro para:

- Acepta tu dolor y aprende a soportarlo.

- Descubre como tu ser querido puede vivir en la historia de tu vida.

- Fortalece tus caracteristicas de resiliencia.

- Planifique cémo continuara sanando y viviendo una vida significativa.

Nos reuniremos los 8 miércoles consecutivos de 1:15 a 2:45 pm a partir del 19 de julio.
No hay ninguin costo asociado con este evento.

;Marque sus calendarios!

Para registrarse: Oficina Parroquial @ (210) 655-5070 /5071

Mortuaries & Cremation Services
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Registration for our Religious Education Classes is coming soon!!

Registration will begin August 1st and continue through August 31, 2023
at the parish office,
Monday-Friday 9am to 3pm.

Classes Begin as follows,

English — September 10™
Spanish — September 16"
Confirmation — September 24™

For more information, required documentation, or
general questions, please contact

Martha Guerra, DRE,
\!i"\ A ¢ at the parish office at (210) 655-5070
‘ v N AN
! %*ﬁqy % Note: Masks in the classroom will be optional, however, for the safety

of your children temperature checks will still be required at the door.

[La inscripcion para nuestras clases de educacion religiosa llegard pronto!

La inscripcion comenzara el 1 de agosto y continuara hasta el 31 de agosto de 2023
en la oficina parroquial,
de lunes a viernes de 9 am a 3 pm

Las clases empiezan de la siguiente manera,
Inglés —10% septiembre
Espaiiol — 16" septiembre
Confirmacién — 24 septiembre

Para mas informacion, documentacion requerida,
o preguntas generales, por favor contacte a
Martha Guerra, DRE,
en la oficina parroquial al (210) 655-5070

Nota: Las mascaras faciales en el salon seran opcionales. Sin embargo, para la seguridad
de sus hijos, Todavia se requeriran verificaciones de temperatura en la entrada.

ONCE YOU'VE T'M SORRY.

HEARD 60D'S WHAT DID

VOICE, YoU YOU SAY?
NEVER

FORGETIT.
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[ Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) |
. Summer is here! Fall is right around the corner! .
| Interested in: Joining the Catholic Faith? I
. Completing your Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Communion and / or Confirmation)? .
I Just knowing more about the Catholic Faith? I

I invite you to join us on Thursday evenings beginning Sept 7th at 7 pm (mark your calendar)
More to come...
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This Week at Our Parish

Sunday, July 16, 2023
*** Sacred Heart Church selling Raffle Tickets ***

7:00 am Grupo de Oracion Men’s Retreat - Carolan Hall
8:00 am Guadalupanos Mass / Meeting - Church / RMR
4:00 pm VBS Set Up - Carolan Hall

Monday, July 17, 2023
6:00 pm VBS - Carolan Hall

Tuesday, July 18, 2023
5:30 pm Divine Mercy - Rectory Mtg Room
6:00 pm VBS - Carolan Hall
6:30 pm Coro Alegria Choir Practice - Rectory Mtg Room
7:00 pm Grupo de Oracion Choir Practice - Church

Wednesday, July 19, 2023

1:00 pm Porter Loring Grief Seminar - Rectory Mtg Room
6:00 pm VBS - Carolan Hall
Thursday, July 20, 2023
6:00 pm VBS - Carolan Hall
Charismatic Prayer Grp - Church
Friday, July 21, 2023
6:00 pm VBS - Carolan Hall
6:30 pm Guitar / Choir Practice - Rectory Mtg Room
7:00 pm Grupo de Oracion - Church
Saturday, July 22, 2023
8:30 am ACTS Team Mtg - Carolan Hall
Sunday, July 23, 2023
10:00 am CDA Mass - Church
11:00 am KC BBQ Fundraiser - Carolan Hall
12:00 pm Movimiento Familiar Cristiano - Church Outside

Lecturas de la Semana del 17 - 23 julio

Lunes: Ex 1:8-14,22; Sal 123:1-8; Mt 10:34-11:1
Martes: Ex 2:1-15; Sal 68:3,14,30-31,33-34;
Mt 11:20-24
Miércoles: Ex 3:1-6,9-12; Sal 102:1-4,6-7;
Mt 11:25-27
Jueves:  Ex 3:13-20; Sal 104:1,5,8-9,24-27;
Mt 11:28-30
Viernes: Ex 11:10-12:14; Sal 115:12-13,15-18;
Mt 12:1-8
Sabado: Cant 3:1-4; Sal 62:2-6,8-9; Jn 20:1-2,11-18

Domingo: Sab 12:13,16-19; Sal 85:5-6,9-10,15-16;
Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43

Mass Intentions
Saturday, July 15, 2023

8:00 am STM Parishioners - Living and fDeceased
5:00 pm tLauro & Lupe Vargas by Vargas Family
+Mr/Mrs Thonglor & Mr/Mrs Kamasori by Rand Family
Sunday, July 16, 2023
8:00 am TEugenia Aguillon by Diana Ramirez
tRalph W. Garcia by Elda T. Garcia
10:00 am tlgnacio Perez, Sr by Jesse Perez & Family
1Steven Lee Waldron by Martha Arredondo
12:00 pm tKathryn Maria Sweet by Maria T. Sweet
1Souls in Purgatory by Villegas Family
Monday, July 17,2023
8:00 am tCecilia Nguyen by Nguyen Family
tAlejandra & Alejandro Reyes by Eddie Reyes
Tuesday, July 18, 2023
8:00 am tRogelio C. Jimenez, Sr by Norberto & Jeanette Pansza

tSouls in Purgatory

Wednesday, July 19, 2023

8:00 am TEd McCarthy
tRosie Reyes & Suzell Waller

Thursday, July 20, 2023 (Mass)

by Villegas Family

by Eddie Reyes

8:00 am Ordained Clergy and Religious
Friday, July 21, 2023
8:00 am tMaria Minerva Jimenez by Norberto & Jeanette Pansza

tRosalie Wenzel

Saturday, July 22, 2023

by Joan Henson

8:00 am tTheresa Hoi by Kim Nguyen
Spec Int - Glenn Shifflett, Sr and Glenn Shifflett, Jr by Family
5:00 pm tJose Garcia by Guadalupanos
tHelen Manning by Guadalupanos
Sunday, July 23, 2023
8:00 am TEva Quinones by Rosa Saldiva
tMary and Edward Guerra by Rosa Saldiva
10:00 am tJuan Urbano and Mike Urbano by Urbano Family
STM Parishioners - Living and {Deceased
12:00 pm tMaria Apolinar and Joe Cantu by Laura Armijo

1Souls in Purgatory by Villegas Family

Readings for the week of July 17 - 23

Monday: Ex 1:8-14,22; Ps 124:1-8; Mt 10:34-11:1
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3,14,30-31,33-34;
Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6,9-12; Ps 103:1b-4,6-7;
Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1,5,8-9,24-27;
Mt 11:28-30
Friday: Ex 11:10-12:14; Ps 116:12-13,15-18;
Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Sg3:1-4,; Ps 63:2-6,8-9; Jn 20:1-2,11-18
Sunday: Wis 12:13,16-19; Ps 86:5-6,9-10,15-16;

Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43

Sanctuary Light Intention:

Baby Dawn, Misty Dawn, Jeremy &
Roxanne Espinoza

Liturgical Roles

Saturday, July 22, 2023

5pm  Altar Servers - (None)
Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, R.Saldiva, R.Alvarado, S.Chapa,
(+1 Vol)
Lector - T.Garza

Sunday, July 23, 2023
8 am  Altar Servers - (None)

Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, M.Nguyen, P.Klar, R.Davila, (+1 Vol)
Lector - P.Klar

10 am  Altar Servers - ,L.McCaffrey, A.Mata, (Vol)
Eucharistic Ministers — Dcn Rolando, (+6 CDA Vol)

Lector - CDA

Altar Servers - S.Obregon, A.Gomez, Volunteer

Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando, F.Hernandez, R.Borrego,
A.Chavez, T.Sweet, |.Hernandez, E.Obregon

Lector - I.Hernandez / E.Licon

12 pm




