February 22, 2026

But let your communication be, Yes,
yes; No, no: for whatever is more
than these comes of evil,

Matthew 5:37

Mass Schedule

Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m.
Friday (STM School Mass) 8:00 a.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

(Espaiiol)

“The parish does not ask for favors either
by email or text to parishioners asking to
purchase gift cards of any sort."

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Coordinator Alicia Perez,
Alli Fuentes, David Malacara,
Sylvia Garcia, Noe Carrizales,
& Ruben Alvarado

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL
David Allen - Coordinator
RoseMarie Evancho, Michele Allen ,
Charles Lange, Lamar Lawson
& Edgar Tamez

PARISH OFFICE STAFF
PASTOR - Rev. Man Nguyen..........

EMAIL .... stmparish@live.com

Pastoral Associate - OFFICE HOURS
Deacon (RET) Timothy M. Tate, ST- .. .......... EXT. 106 ;:;on:ﬁfr::?:o -
Deacon — Rolando Guerra CLOSED FOR LUNCH
Deacon — Dennis Caballero 12-1p.m.
Administrative Assistant — Monica Aguirre....... EXT. 100 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Bookkeeper — Rhonda Villalobos CONTACTUS
Director of Religious Education / Sacramental Records - 210'2?5’::3?0 (Office)

Martha Guerra........ccoeveiiiiiiannnanannne., EXT 101 STMParish@Live.Com
Facilities Manager — Jose Luis Hernandez WEBSITE:

Welcome to St. Thomas More Catholic Church

Thank you for celebrating with us today!
We warmly welcome you to our humble place of worship,
where we hope you will have a loving experience of God.

Our Lord Jesus comes to us in word and sacrament
as we celebrate his life, death, and resurrection at Holy Mass.

If this is your first time visiting, we hope you find
a new spiritual home away from home!

Founded in 1964, our parish has a long tradition of
proclaiming and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Sustainable only by your contributions, your generosity is

sincerely appreciated.
Once again, we welcome you, and
thank you for celebrating with us.

St. Thomas More Catholic School
Our school offers excellent Academic opportunities for children
beginning at 18 months up to 8th grade.
Tuition assistance programs are available for families that qualify.
For more information please call 210-655-2882 or
visit our website: www.St-Thomas-More-School.org
HOME OF THE KNIGHTS

Holy Sacraments
Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. or by Appointment

Baptism
Parents and God-Parents must attend class prior to the Baptism.
Celebrated on:
The 4th Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. (Spanish)
The 4th Saturday of the month at 5:00 p.m. (English)

B

Contact the Pastor at least 9 months prior to desired ceremony date.

A . f the Sicl

Those facing hospitalization, surgery or have a significantillness

and desire physical & spiritual healing are asked to call the office
to schedule an anointing.

E i istic Ad .
Friday Adoration after Mass until 5:00 p.m.
Monthly English Holy Hour is the 1st Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
La Hora Santa Mensual es el primer Viernes del mes a las 7:00 p.m.

Religi Ed B Offi

We offer Religious Education (including Sacramental Preparation)
in English & Spanish for children in grades 1 through 12.

Please call the Rectory for more information.

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
4411 Moana Drive
San Antonio, Texas 78218

ThomasMoreSATX.Org




Gospel Meditation:

In my second-to-last year of seminary, I woke up one September morning to devastating news: two beloved classmates
had died in a car crash. I was overwhelmed with grief and anger like I had never known. I entered therapy for the first
time and had intense conversations with my spiritual director. For months I felt lost in a spiritual wilderness.

But something unexpected happened: I encountered Christ there. The fear and sorrow didn’t destroy me.

In fact, that spiritual desert was a time of intense growth in faith.

Today’s Gospel begins: “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1).
The word “led” denotes a gentle, humble submission to the Spirit. Jesus does not send himself into this desolate place
where wild beasts roam and Satan tempts. Who wants to be around roaming, wild beasts?

The Church Fathers saw them as symbols of our inner chaos: fears, temptations, wounds.

The Spirit leads us there, sometimes against our wishes. But those same Fathers also saw that this deserted place

is also where angels ministered to Jesus, amidst his great trial and temptation.

Lenten Challenge: This Lent and throughout life’s struggles, the Spirit leads you and me into the wilderness.
Name one “desert” into which the Spirit has led you: perhaps grief, fear, silence, change, disappointment.
Ask for the grace to go there willingly. The beasts may be real, but they will not harm you.

There, the angels are waiting to minister to the Christ living in you, who always goes where the Spirit leads.

— Father John Muir

Meditacion del Evangelio:

En mi penultimo afio de seminario, me desperté una manana de septiembre con una noticia devastadora: dos queridos
compafieros de clase habian muerto en un accidente de coche. Me senti abrumada por el dolor y la rabia que nunca
habia conocido. Entré en terapia por primera vez y tuve conversaciones intensas con mi director espiritual.

Durante meses me senti perdido en un desierto espiritual. Pero ocurrié algo inesperado: alli me encontré con Cristo.
El miedo y la tristeza no me destruyeron. De hecho, ese desierto espiritual fue una época de intenso crecimiento en

la fe.

El Evangelio de hoy comienza: "Entonces Jesus fue guiado por el Espiritu hacia el desierto para ser tentado por

el diablo" (Mateo 4:1). La palabra "guiado" denota una sumision suave y humilde al Espiritu. Jests no se envia

a si mismo a este lugar desolado donde vagan bestias salvajes y Satanas tienta. ;Quién quiere estar rodeado de bestias
salvajes y errantes? Los Padres de la Iglesia los veian como simbolos de nuestro caos interior: miedos, tentaciones,
heridas. El Espiritu nos guia alli, a veces en contra de nuestra voluntad. Pero esos mismos Padres también vieron que
este lugar desierto es también donde los angeles ministraron a Jesus, en medio de su gran prueba y tentacion.

Desafio de Cuaresma: Esta Cuaresma y a lo largo de las luchas de la vida, el Espiritu te guia a ti y a mi hacia el
desierto. Nombra un "desierto" al que el Espiritu te haya llevado: quiza el dolor, el miedo, el silencio, el cambio,
la decepcion. Pide la gracia para ir alli voluntariamente. Las bestias pueden ser reales, pero no te haran dafio.
Alli, los angeles esperan para ministrar al Cristo que vive en ti, que siempre va donde el Espiritu te guia.

— Padre John Muir

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

February 15, 2026 God our Father,

] From eternity You appointed Your only begotten Son to be
Sunday Collection ................ $ 6,232.68 the High Priest of the human race.
Vlgll Candles.........cccooveennnn. $ 207.00 Pourforth Your Hol); Spirit upon ourfamilies’
Mass Intentions................... $ 70.00 that vocations to the priesthood may be multiplied.
School....vvniiiiiiiiieein, $ 945.80 Lord Jesus, give us holy priests:
Facilities Improvement.......... $  35.00 To offer up the sacrifice of the Mass;
Truck Raffle...................... $ 3,951.00 To lead the little ones to You;

To strengthen the faith of believers;

. To preach the Gospel to all peoples;

Sec;?)nd' lctqlle;:tlon. Fieb 2t8 -Mar 1 To bring forgiveness to sinners;
aciines fmprovemen To feed souls the Bread of Life;

To comfort the suffering & dying, and

To spread Your Kingdom in our midst.

Mary, Mother of our High Priest,

Online Giving:
g pray for us and obtain for us an increase of holy priests.

Amen
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PILGRIM CENTER of HOPE Q invites people of all faith journeys

Holy Thursday Prayer Candles

Get your candle(s): February 22,
March 8

LA Mamm

CONFERE

MOTHER OF HOPE

in Carolan Hall after the 8 and 10 o’clock Masses,
in front of the Church after the Noon Mass
or stop by the Parish Office during the week.

Candles are $8. each and must be Pre-Paid
(cash, check or Zelle will be accepted)

Candles will not be sold after Sunday, March 29th.

They will be available for pickup in the Church
the weekend of April 11-12 after all Masses.

Friday & Saturday
July 24-25, 2026

SAN ANTONIO, TX | BOEING CENTER @ TECHPORT
Former Location of Kelly AFB

BECOMING ANOTHER MARY FOR JESUS

Velas de Oracion del Jueves Santo

OUR LADY OF CHAMPION:U.S. MARIAN APPARITION
Consigue tu(s) vela(s): 22 de febrero, THE ROSARY: A SPIRITUAL MASTERPIECE
23 4o marzo. HOW TO TRULY LOVE JESUS, ETERNAL WISDOM
29 de marzo MEET MARY, THE MOTHER JESUS GAVE YOU.

en Carolan Hall después de las misas de las 8 y 10, PLUS HOLY MASS w/Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS | EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
en frente a la iglesia después de la misa del
mediodia o pasar por la Oficina Parroquial

durante la semana. A B INSPIRESS

A TN

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION | VENDORS | MUSIC | SHROUD OF TURIN EXHIBIT

Las velas cuestan 8 ddlares cada una 'y
deben ser prepagadas
(se aceptaran efectivo, cheque o Zelle)
No se venderan velas después del domingo . ¢ -
el 29 de marzo. : z \

Estaran disponibles para recoger en la iglesia SR MotherOfHopeConference.com  210-521-3377
el fin de semana del 11 al 12 de abril . .
después de todas las misas. . Lenten /HOIV Week thurglcal Schedule I
I Holy Week
Egiﬁm&f S5 Join us for our - Palm Sunday:  3/28 -29: Regular Schedule |
“ ‘c e KC Lenten Fish Fry I Mon - Wed:  3/30-4/1: Regular Schedule (8 am Mass)
/D = Holy Thursday: 4/2: 6 pm only (no morning Mass)

@ Frlday March 6 and March 20 I w/Adoration until Midnight I

e in Carolan Hall Good Friday:  4/3: 1 pm - via Crucis - Outside Church

From 5:30 - 7 pm X 3 pm - Passion of Our Lord (Biling)
P f ‘ 7 pm - Pesame Prayer Svc  (Biling)
Come. Before - or - after . Holy Saturday: 4/4: 8 pm - Easter Vigil I
Stations of the Cross
I Easter Sunday: 4/5: Regular Schedule
Hope to see you there!!

We also have a number of “Special Days”
coming up during this Lenten Season!

Stations of the Cross: We will celebrate a bilingual Way of the Cross

(la via crucis) every Friday / viernes at 6 pm.
(School Children will lead the Stations on Friday, March 20™)
Stations will alternate English / Spanish.
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. RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

I Mini reflection:  The greatest saints in history were not great at holiness.
. The greatest saints in history were great at being who they were meant to be.

I want you to close your eyes. Are they closed? (I'm serious.)
Okay. Now think of the greatest saint in history.

I don’t care who you’re thinking of. It’s going to be different for everyone.
Just think of that person. Think of his or her life. And answer the question:
Why is he or she a great saint?

You’re all thinking of different people, but the answer is the same for everyone.
And it’s not “Because he did great things for God” or

“Because she sacrificed everything she had for the poor.’
Those answers show evidence of the reason. But the reason is something more.

’

The greatest saints in history were not great at holiness.
God brought holiness about within them because (ding ding ding! Here’s the answer!)
The greatest saints in history were great at being who they were meant to be.

Not who they wanted to be... Not who they thought they should be...
Who they were meant to be.

Simply put, they gave themselves to God. All of themselves. Flaws and all.
And God took them, in their totality, and said: “Now watch this.”

Just imagine if salt was ashamed of being salty.

Imagine if it looked at the sodium content on its nutrition label and thought,
“That’s embarrassing,” and decided it was going to stop being salt.

Well, great. Now it’s just a box of tiny rocks!

Wouldn’t it have been better for the salt to trust the baker using it?

There is a plan for each of us. There is a path to holiness for each of us.
This path doesn’t bypass our flaws or our weaknesses; it incorporates them.
It transforms them. It fulfills them.

So be salty! Be who you were meant to be.

Penance Opportunities

as we prepare for Easter
during this Lenten Season
We offer the following opportunities to reconcile
with God, Church, and each other.

. MAY HE REST IN PEACE
In addition to our normal Penance schedule, ] :
(Saturday afternoons from 3:30 - 4:45 pm), May God comfort the family and friends of
Fr. Man will be available to hear Alexander Bermea
Individual Confessions in the Church who passed away this past week.
on Fridays during Lent from 3:30 to 4:45 pm Our sincere sympathy and assurances of prayers

are extended to

Take advanta e of this opportunity! Sandra, Danielle, and the Bermea Family

May He Rest in Peace.
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This Week at Our Parish

Sunday, February 22, 2026
8:00 am KC Breakfast - Carolan Hall
10:00 am CDA Mass - Church
Monday, February 23, 2026
Tuesday, February 24, 2026
5:30 pm Divine Mercy Cenacle - Rectory Mtg Room-1
7:00 pm Coro Alegria Choir Practice - Rectory Mtg Room-1

Grupo de Oracion Choir Practice - Church
Wednesday, February 25, 2026

Thursday, February 26, 2026
5:00 pm English Prayer Grp - Church
7:00 pm OCIA - Rectory Mtg Room
Grupo de Oracion Via Crusis - Church Grounds
Friday, February 27, 2026
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross - Church
7:00 pm Grupo de Oracion Via Crusis - Church Grounds

*** St. Philip of Jesus selling Raffle Tickets this Weekend ***

Saturday, February 28, 2026

3:30 pm Cenaculo de la Divina Misericordia - Rectory Mtg Room
Sunday, March 1, 2026

10:00 am KC Mass - Church

Sanctuary Light Intention:
TDonald Rand

(01/31-3/3)

YOU KNOW, ULTIMATELY, YES I DONT LIVE THERE.

THERE L5 NOTHING oL | |

TO WORRY ABOUT. ekl ,.\

\ : SENSE,
A=t BEYOND *
Y SPACE AND
a TIME. % { \\/Q‘\\ "

“l 13 / \l\“ E

\ A P JH J'lv \‘1

Lecturas de la Semana del 23 febrero - 1 marzo

Lunes: Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Sal 18:8-10,15;
Mt 25:31-46
Martes:  Is 55:10-11; Sal 33:4-7,16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Miércoles: Jon 3:1-10; Sal 50:3-4,12-13,18-19;
Lc 11:29-32
Jueves:  Est C:12,14-16,23-25; Sal 137:1-3,7-8;
Mt 7:7-12
Viernes: Ez 18:21-28; Sal 129:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Sabado: Dt 26:16-19; Sal 118:1-2,4-5,7-8;

Mt 5:43-48
Domingo: Gn 12:1-4; Sal 32:4-5,18-20,22;
2Tm 1:8-10; Mt 17:1-9

Readings for the week of Feb 23 - 1 Mar

Mon: Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Ps 19:8-10,15; Mt 25:31-46
Tues: Is55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7,16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wed: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4,12-13,18-19;

Lk 11:29-32
Thurs: Est C:12,14-16,23-25; Ps 138:1-3,7-8;

Mt 7:7-12
Fri: Ez18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Sat: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2,4-5,7-8; Mt 5:43-48
Sun: Gn 12:1-4; Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22; 2Tm 1:8-10;

Mt 17:1-9

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 21,2026 - s:Peter Damian, Bishop & DoC
5:00 pm tTEsiquio Espinoza by Frances Botelo
Sunday, February 22,2026 - First Sunday of Lent

8:00 am tCexilia Nguyen by Thuy Nguyen

10:00 am STM Parishioners - Living and Deceased
12:00 pm 1San Juana Elvia Reyes by Family
Monday, February 23, 2026 - st Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr
8:00 am A Special Intention for Maricela Garcia
Tuesday, February 24,2026
8:00 am In Thanksgiving by Kim

Wednesday, February 25,2026

8:00 am tMary Abrell by Sue McCarthy
Thursday, February 26, 2026
8:00 am 1Pedro la by Kim
Friday, February 27, 2026 - 1. Gregory of Narek, Abbot and DoC
8:00 am In Thanksgiving by Kim
Saturday, February 28, 2026
8:00 am 1Vicente Kganh by Kim
5:00 pm tChristina C. Domingueaz by Dominguez Family
tJose Luis Maldonado, Jr by Mom & Family
Sunday, March 1, 2026 - second Sunday of Lent
8:00 am STM Parishioners - Living and Deceased
10:00 am tMedardo E. Morales & Evangelina G. Morales by Family
tRebecca Hartsfield by Family
tCharles & Genevieve Oswald by Evancho & Oswald Families
tLauro & Lupe Vargas by Joseph & Olga
tMargil Vale by Elda Garcia
12:00 pm tJose & Maria Guadalupe Hernandez by Family

Liturgical Roles

Saturday, February 28, 2026
5:00 pm Altar Servers - Volunteers
Eucharistic Ministers- Dcn Rolando, S.Chapa, R.Saldiva,
T.Guerrero, B.Trevino
Lector - T.Guerrero

Sunday, March 1, 2026
8 am Altar Servers - Max.Planchon
Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando, E.Nunez, A.Garza,
M.Nguyen, E.Garacia
Y.Cione

10 am Altar Servers - M.Lawson, C.Hartsfield, A.Llanas
Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, KCs
Lector - KCs

12 pm Altar Servers - A.Gomez, S.Obregon, M.Gonzalez

Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, C.Hernandez, M.Pina,
D+F.Malacara, C.Martinez, E.Obregon
H.Gomez / E.Obregon

Lector -

Lector -
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\@7/ OF COLUMBUS
' ST. THOMAS MORE
Knights of Columbus Council # 7386
meets 2nd Monday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. For more information call
David A Bernal 210-669-5899.

Catholic Daughters of America #2683

Monthly Meeting:
3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m
Contact Regent
Belinda Trevifio at 210-275-6529

-

In Memory of ST

The Leo Oswald & '
The Fred Lansing ;‘?fj

Families

TOYOTA

SALES
EXCELLENCE

Universal Toyota
12102 IH-35 NORTH
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78233

M&S Air Conditioning LLC

Licensed & Insured

Heating and Cooling Services
Heat & A/C Repairs
System Instalation
ini Split System
Preventive Maintenance
DAVID MALACARA
?\% 10)300-1769  Se habla Espaiiol
SAIRSERVICE2@GMAIL.COM

NINA LAWSON

REALTOR® | ASSOC. BROKER
® 21089199
NINASLAMARLAWSON.COM
B 17806 11110 +300 SAN ANTONIO, TX. 78257
@ S\NANTONIOSFINESTREALTY.COM

In Memory of
Jose Luis

Maldonado Jr.

| - Sweet Lou®

: = on behalf of
The Maldonado Family &
The Dominguez Family

. In Memory of
Christina C. Dominguez
on behalf of
The Dominguez Family

ALVARO [Egs
ALVARE 7 %

ASESOR HISPANO DE SEGUROS q_ "
DE SALUD Y VIDA, Y MIEMBRO E
DE NUESTRA COMUNIDAD -

OBAMAGARE

N o

“¥°SALUD OBAMACARE - MEDICARE
° VIDA - GASTO FINAL - AHORRO IUL .
° ACCIDENTE - HOSPITALARIA - 4
ENFERMEDAD GRAVE

° DENTAL+VISION+AUDICION

8940 FOURWINDS DR STE. 307, WINDCREST, TX 78239
CONTACT@VIRTUALCONSULTINGUS.COM 210-376-7009

In Loving Memory
of
Florencio Baiza,
Louise Baiza Garza,
Robert Garza
&
Ruben Sr.& Beatrice
Rodriguez

re :
PMusic
S pectieerra

Publishing Company

HURTING AFTER AN ABORTION?
hopeafterabortion.com
210-342-4673

cccounseling@ccaosa.ORG

PROJECT RACHEL
Peace Starts Here

Jose (Joe) Galvan,
Joseph (Joe) Galvan

Billy Sheridan
on behalf of
The Family

4

St. Thomas More Guadalupanos Society
Invites all men & women to our group.
Our Monthly Meeting & Fellowship Meets
the 3rd Sunday of the month, after the
8:00 a.m. Mass. For more information call

Will Torres at 210.620.2745

Archdiocese of San Antonio
Procedures for Reporting Abuse
If you or someone you know has been a
victim of sexual abuse by a priest,
deacon, or other church personnel and
you wish to file a complaint:
Contact the Office of Victim
Assistance & Safe Environment at
(210) 734-7786 OR (877) 700-1888
or email: ovase@archsa.org.

You have the right to contact law
enforcement or CPS at any time.
All calls or emails will be
responded to within 48 hours.

T

tCOCHINADAS

SMANGONADAS
SMICHELACKS Wi

S CHEETOSIPREPARADCS]
RRICOSIPOSTRES

2017 AVSTIN RWY o1

210.257.02¢

BUSINESS HOURS
HON - FRI
8:00 AN - 9:00 PN

SAT - SUN
11:00 AW - 9:00 PN

In Lovinjyf Memory
0
Santiago E arcia St. &
Martha (. Garcia
on be a{? of

The Garcia Family

NAILS by
HELEN
Setoms 57 7he Ozks

Mon-sat: 9:30-6pm
(832) 466-9818

2814 Old Thousand Oaks
Suite 108, San Antonio, TX,
78247
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